American Tap Dance Center

Kids don'tjustlearn how to shuffle-ball-
change; they're also immersed in therich
history of tap, from the Nicholas Brothers
toSavion Glover. 154 Christopher St
between Greenwich and Washington Sts
(646-230-9564, atdf org). Fall session
begins Sept 12. Thirty-three classes
$860. Ages 5 and up.

Luke Nonas-Hunter, 10
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Dancer with the American Tap Dance
Foundation’s Junior Ensemble

When did you start
dancing?

When I was three, my dad
showed me Gene Kelly
movies, and | would dance
along with them. When |
was six, my mom signed
me up forclasses.

What’s so special
about tap?
| love the rhythm and the
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beat, and thatyou can
make music with your
whole body. It's like
showing the world,
Here l am!

How often do you
perform?

| take classes two

days aweek, andthe
ensemble performsina
lot of tributes and galas

around the city. | did
one with Bebe Neuwirth,
Chita Rivera and Angela
Lansbury.

Does everyone in the
ensemble get along?
Yeah, it's great. We
admire each other's
tapping, and we like
to steal each other’s
moves!

What do you want
to do next?

I’d love to be on So
You Think You Can
Dance, and then on
Broadway.




